Q.  What did you think had happened?
A.  I thought we were going down.

Q.  By going down, you mean you thought you were
going to hit the bottom?

A.     I thought we were going to the bottom.

Q.     Were you afraid?

A.     Yeah.

Q.     What happened next?

A.  Well, then, Wally Petros, the foreman, got
on the phone, and called out to somebody outside
or something.

Q.  Could you hear what he said?

A.  No,, offhand, I couldn't hear what he said.

Q.  What happened, after he called outside?

A.  The elevator, it was a few minutes, and then
the elevator started, and it started coming up,
when it got to the top, it went up past where
it usually stops at the door, about eight, ten
inches above, and then somebody or something,
it recycled or something, and it came back down
a couple of inches above the normal position,
the door opened.

Mr. Cooper stated that after he got off the elevator
he spoke with Mr. Willis and advised him that "there's something
wrong with that elevator".  However, he did not see or speak
with Mr. Hogan or Mr. Ventura (Tr. 243).  Mr. Cooper confirmed
that he returned to work the next day, December 29, and was
told that the elevator had been repaired, that some relays
were replaced, and he rode it underground without incident
and there has been no reoccurrence of any elevator "dropping"
(Tr. .244) .

On cross-examination, Mr. Cooper stated that he could
not recall seeing the wall of the elevator shaft from the
inside of the elevator when it dropped, and he confirmed that
he estimated that it fell eight to ten feet "by the way I
felt" (Tr. 245) ,  He estimated that 18 to 19 miners were
on the elevator during the incident in question (Tr. 246) ,
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